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POPULATION OF CITIES AND EFFECTIVE -DATES OF LATEST EDITION 


CITY AND STATE 


Baltimore, Maryland 
Braddock, Pennsylvania 
Buffalo, New York 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Colton, California 
Columbus, Georgia 

Corpus Christi, Texas 
Dayton, Ohio 

Denver, Colorado 

Durham, North Carolina 
Eufaula, Alabama 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 

High Point, North Carolina 
Houston, Texas 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Los Angeles, California 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Lynchburg, Virginia 
McKeesport, Pennsylvania 
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania 
Miami, Florida 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Morristown, New Jersey 


OF HOUSING CODES 


POPULATION DATE 
(1950 Census) CODE EFFECTIVE 


949,708 3/10/54 
16,488 7/6/54 
580,132 9/15/53 
120, 740 7/1/33 
134,042 Rei aes 
503,998 7/3/51 
14,465 6/2/30 
79,611 7/1/55 
108, 287 8/15/50 
243,872 11/10/54 
412, 856 6/15/55 
Riegil 9/6/49 

6,906 2/15/55 
133,607 2/23/54 
39,973 12/13/54 
596,163 2/8/55 
RIFATTS 9/5/53 
98,271 4/18/51 
456, 622 4/16/51 
1,970,358 11/13/52 
369,129 7/14/54 
47 797 7/1/54 
51,502 10/20/53 
16,241 3/9/54 
249,276 9/17/52 
637, 392 8/7/55 
521,718 4/4/50 
17,124 7/14/52 


CITY AND STATE 


Newark, New Jersey 

New Brunswick, New Jersey 
New Haven, Connecticut 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
Newport, Kentucky 
Newport News, Virginia 
Norfolk, Virginia 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Plainfield, New Jersey 
Portland, Maine 
Portland, Oregon 

Rankin, Pennsylvania 
Richmond, Virginia 
Roanoke, Virginia 
Rochester, New York 

San Antonio, Texas 

San Benito, Texas 
Sarasota, Florida 
Savannah, Georgia 

St. Louis, Missouri 
Takoma Park, Maryland 
Toledo, Ohio 

Trenton, New Jersey 
Urbana, Iltlinois 
Weehineeon Dee. 
Wilmington, Delaware 


Wilmington, North Carolina 





POPULATION 


(1950 Census) 


438,766 


38, 811 


164,443 


570,445 


31,044 


42,358 


213,513 


2,071,605 


676, 806 
42,366 
77,634 

373,628 

6,941 

230,310 
01,924 

332,488 

408,442 
13,277 
18, 896 

119, 638 

856, 796 
13,341 

303,616 
128, 009 
225 GO 
802,178 
110,356 


45,043 


DATE 
CODE EFFECTIVE 


8/24/50 
5/20/52 
7/14/54 
2/11/55 
8/13/53 
6/26/44 
1/1/52 
1/1/55 
4/14/54 
5/6/53 
12/19/51 
4/4/48 
2/11/54 
12/11/50 
1/2/51 
7/15/49 
1/20/55 
8/19/53 
5/3/54 
5/14/48 
4/48 
8/1/53 
11/24/53 
12/23/52 
2/5/54 
9/1/55 
12/27/55 


2/28/53 


INTRODUCTION 


An increasing number of cities engaged in urban renewal have recognized the need for 
local public action to establish minimum housing standards to eliminate and prevent the 
recurrence of substandard conditions in existing dwellings. For this purpose cities have 
adopted local ordinances which require minimum standards for space, light and ventilation, 
sanitary and other facilities, structural condition, and state of repair to be achieved 
and maintained for all existing dwellings. These ordinances also confer powers on desig- 
nated local officials to enforce the observance of the standards. 


Such ordinances are commonly called housing codes. Some cities, however, have pro- 
vided the same types of standards and enforcement powers in one or more other ordinances 
or codes, such as building, plumbing, electrical, and health codes. Building, plumbing, 


and electrical codes are for the most part applicable to new construction and major al- 
terations and repairs, which are dependent upon an owner’s desire to construct or improve 
a dwelling before any enforcement action can be taken. Health codes, while generally ap- 
plicable to existing dwellings, often do not go into many physical aspects of the struc- 
ture or equipment of a dwelling that are essential to the safety and welfare of the occu- 
pants and the public. The housing code aims at providing standards and enforcement powers 
for all aspects of existing dwelling construction and use that are necessary for health, 
safety, and welfare. 


Individual housing codes necessarily reflect local housing conditions and local ca- 
pacity for improvement of substandard conditions. This gives rise to different standards 
in different codes, and sometimes to different enforcement powers and procedures. 


As a step in preparing a new code or in revising an existing one, officials andother 
interested persons frequently collect and examine several housing codes of other cities. 
This provides information as to the types of housing standards and administrative provi- 
sions adopted elsewhere, as well as to the variations in particular standards and admin- 
istrative powers in different codes. 


This report has been prepared to make available technical information on the con- 
tents of a relatively large number of housing codes. It covers the codes of 56 cities, 
which were available orcould be secured without an extensive search, as well as the model 
"Proposed Housing Ordinance" prepared by the American Public Health Association. The 
names of these cities are shown on each table; and their 1950 population and the dates of 
adoption of the codes, where available, are given on page 2. No special criteria were 
used in selecting the codes, and the list is not intended to be exhaustive. However, it 
is probable that a large percentage of existing codes is included. It should be carefully 
noted that this report includes only the major provisions of the housing codes in the 56 
cities. Certain provisions of the codes which are not considered essential to explain 
either the housing standards or the major administrative provisions are omitted. 


The report covers provisions applicable to existing dwellings only. It does not 
cover any housing standards or related administrative provisions which apply exclusively 
to new construction or repairs and alterations. Neither does it cover all housing stand- 
ards or related administrative provisions applicable to existing dwellings which may be 
contained in other codes and ordinances in the same cities. For the most part the report 
is intended to reflect the development of the housing code per se. [It is not intended to 
cover all the isolated provisions in the various codes which a city may have. 


A preliminary draft was submitted to each of themunicipalities covered in the report 


for comment and correction. Comments were received from 43 of the 56 cities involved. 
Where documentary evidence of provisidéns in other codes was submitted and their applica- 
bility to existing housing substantiated, the information was recorded. Replies from 


these cities also indicated wide differences of opinion in regard to the scope of various 
provisions. A number believe that broad inclusive wording such as "dwellings or dwelling 
units and all parts thereof shall be able to function safely and effectively" should be 
recorded in the report by including all the specific parts such as foundations, walls, 
floors, ceilings, etc. A number believe that the housing code must be specific to be ef- 
fectively administered. Liberal interpretations were avoided in the report and every ef- 
fort was made to record the data literally as they appear in the individual codes. 


The report presents its information in the form of 12 tables. Each table covers a 
particular type or group of standards. Administrative provisions and selected definitions 
necessary to understand the other tables are reported separately. A separate introduc- 


tion, limited to the explanation necessary to assist the reader in understanding the pur- 
pose and organization, accompanies each table. In covering the various subjects, a number 
of footnotes have been introduced in order to report particular variations without unduly 
extending the general framework of the tables. 


In using the individual tables and the report as a whole, the following should be 
kept in mind. First, only the critical elements and criteria found in code provisions are 


reported. Introductory and supplementary language also contained in the same provisions 
have been omitted. The report is therefore not a complete substitute for the original 
codes with all their phraseology. Second, the scope and structure of any one code can 


only be grasped by considering all of the data reported by all of the tables for that 
code. Furthermore, as the introductions to various tables point out, certain standards 
and requirements do not stand alone in their practical application to dwellings. These 
interdependent provisions should be considered jointly in using the tables. 
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POWERS TO ENTER AND INSPECT 





REQUIRED PROCEDURES FOR NOTICE OF VIOLATION 


Issuance of notice or complaint required 


Content of notice or complaint 
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Allowance of specified time for compliance 


Reasonable time 
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Other specified period 


























Notification of time and place of hearing to determine existence 
of cause for further enforcement 


Alternate methods of serving notice 





Service on owner or other designated person 


Personal service 





Registered mail 
Ordinary mail 
Posting on premises 
Posting on premises in addition to other service 


Delivery at owner's residence or business 


Other method authorized by law 
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when owner not located 





Newspaper publication, and 





Posting on premises, and 
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Filing with clerk of county court or other designated official 


HEARINGS AND APPEALS 





Hearing available on petition to review 





Notices or complaints of violation 








Orders to comply 





Other enforcement actions 


Hearing required, after notice, to determine existence of cause 
for further enforcement 
Powers to hear and determine vested in 

Enforcing official 
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Board of housing standards or appeals 
city council 


Determinations authorized after hearing 


Sustain, modify, or revoke notice or order 


Find cause for issuance of order to comply 





Extend time for compliance with order 


Required written findings and public records of 





Findings of fact supporting determinations 


Proceedings and decisions in hearings 
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Appeal to city council from order to comply 


INTRODUCTION TO TABLE I - ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS AND PROCEDURES 


This table shows the powers provided by housing codes to the administra- 
tive officials charged with enforcement of the minimum housing standards, as 
well as procedures required to be followed in exercising certain powers. The 


table reveals definite, intentional patterns of powers and procedures which 


The pattern in each code is a series of actions to be 


warrant attention. 
and in a more or less 


taken by the enforcing official over a period of time, 


to obtain compliance with the housing standards. In order 


specified sequence, 
to understand the administrative provisions of any code the entire procedural 


sequence should be studied, 


In a number of codes the pattern and types of administrative powers are 
closely connected with the types of housing standards which are to be enforced. 
One type of code sets forth in positive language the various minimum stand- 
ards to which housing in the community is expected to conform, and then em- 
powers an administrative official to issue notices of. violation and orders to 


comply with the standards. Failure to comply with the code standards or with 
orders to comply constitutes an offense which may be punished by the institu- 
tion of court proceedings to apply the fine or jail term provided by the code. 
This is the simplest type of code with the simplest relationship between the 
technical standards and the administrative powers. Powers of this type are 


covered on page 2 of this table, 


The other major type provides (in addition to positive standards) some 
additional standards, er general language which defines dwelling 
units and dwelling structures, and sometimes buildings, which have already 
deteriorated to the point where they are so substandard as to be considered 


criteria, 


pee 


a 
epee shale | 


unfit for human habitation or dangerous to occupants and others. Table XI 
reflects the standards and criteria having such purposes. Such codes then 
provide that if the substandard conditions are not removed, 


ficial is authorized to take enforcement action ranging from issuance of an 
Some 


the enforcing of- 


order to make required repairs to an order to demolish the dwelling. 


codes also provide that, if the original order to make repairs or otherwise 


remove the substandard conditions is not complied with within the time re- 


quired by the order, the enforcing official may take direct action ranging 


a A - 
from making the required repairs to demolition of the dwelling or building. 


Powers of this type are listed on page 3 of this table. 


It should be noted that all codes do not fall completely into one or the 


other of these main types. There are variations which this table shows in 


detail. To grasp the meaning and potential effect of a code, and to see its 
structure as a whole, it is necessary to read all of the administrative pro- 
visions together with all of the technical housing standards and requirements 


for that code, 
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FOOTNOTES FOR TABLE 


1. Opportunity must be provided for a hearing before the CommisSioner of Buildings or 
the Board of Health after issuance of an order to vacate an insanitary structure or 
building. 

2. No administrative provisions are provided in the housing code. The Building Commis- 
sioner who is charged with enforcement apparently relies on specific powers and pro- 
cedures provided in other parts of the municipal code. 


SPE eles 


> 


3. At the time notice is given, the Superintendent of Building shall file with the 
office of the County Recorder a certificate that the building described is a sub- 
standard residential building and that the owner thereof has been so notified. After 
all required corrections to the substandard residential building have been made, the 
Superintendent of Building shall file with the office of the County Recorder a cer- 
tified copy of the certificate of occupancy required by the code. 


4. Hearing is required in the procedure for determining whether or not a building is a 
"dangerous building" or a "substandard residential building," but no hearing is re- 
quired or provided for by the code prior to issuance of orders to make required repai 


5. The code provides no administrative provisions. 


6. Hearing is required in the procedure for determining whether or not a dwelling is 


unfit for human habitation. 


7. The administrative provisions of the housing code deal principally with coordination 
of agencies of the municipal government. The Director of the Department of Slum Re- 
habilitation and Prevention, who administers the housing code, is authorized, with 
respect to enforcement of the housing code, to exercise the authority provided for 
the City Building Inspector by the building code. 


8. Requirements for notice apply when a dwelling is ordered to be vacated. 


9. A second notice, which is sent after failure to comply with the original notice, re- 
quires the owner or occupant to appear before the Board of Minimum Housing Standards 
at a specified time and place to show cause (1) why a summons should not be issued 
requiring the owner or occupant to appear before the Police Justice of the City of 
Norfolk to show cause why he should not be fined for violating the housing code; 

(2) why, as an occupant, he should not be required to vacate the premises; or (3) 
why the City of Norfolk should not institute the necessary court proceedings to have 
the dwelling declared unfit for human Occupancy and a menace to health and safety. 
The Board may dismiss the proceeding, grant additional time for compliance, order 
the Director of Public Health to cause a summons to be issued requiring the owner or 
occupant to appear before the Police yustice, or request the City Manager to direct 
the City Attorney to institute court proceedings to vacate the premises. 


10. Appeal may be had to the Appellate Division of the Housing Code Commission, whose 
decisions must be unanimous. When the Appellate Division does not reach a unanimous 
decision, further appeal may be made to the Housing Code Commission. 


ll. Powers relating to entry are contained 
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in an ordinance separate from the housing 
code. 


+ The enforcing official is authorized to enter dwelling units and premises with per- 
mission of the owner or occupant. 

+ Hearing is available after a final notice has been issued following failure to com- 
ply with the first notice. Appeal may then be had from the hearing before the en- 
forcing official to the Board of Housing Appeals. 

+ Notice and hearing are required to determine that a dwelling is dangerous or 
ous to health and safety. 

+ As an alternate to a hearing before the City Commission after notice and order have 


been issued, the original notice may specify that a hearing will be held before the 
City Commission in order to determine what order shall be issued. 


+ After hearing before the city council, the Mayor determines whether the notice shall 
be sustained, modified, or withdrawn. 


injuri- 


17. Powers and procedures to enforce the housing standards are provided in the Sanitary 


18. The powers and procedures indicated 


Fl 


Code of the City of Wilmington. The specific housing standards are in the form of 
rules and regulations issued by the Wilmington Board of Health with the approval of 
the State Board of Health. The requirement of notice applies only when, after there 
has been failure to comply with an order, the Health Commissioner acts directly to 
make required repairs or vacate premises, or when he orders the vacation of a dwell— 
ing determined to be unfit for human habitation. 


in the table are those exercised by the Building 
Inspector. In addition, the code creates a Board of Minimum Housing Standards, 
which is authorized to hold hearings, in cases instituted by the Building Inspector, 
and to grant additional time for compliance with orders of the Inspector, direct the 
Inspector to require an owner or occupant to show cause in Recorders Court or before 
a Justice of the Peace why he should not be fined for violation, request the City 
Manager to direct the City Attorney to institute court Proceedings to declare dwell- 
ing units unfit for human habitation and to restrain their occupancy until they are 
made to comply with the code, or dismiss proceedings. 


9. The code provides no administrative provisions other than those indicated. 
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Orders to repair, vacate, or demolish 
Order to make required repairs 
Owner may comply by vacating 


Building capable of reasonable repair 
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Order to vacate and demolish building 











Order to demolish building 


















































Not more than 60% of value 
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cost of required repairs 
Not reasonable in relation to value 
Over 60% of value | 


Over 50% of value 





















































50% of value or more 
condition of building 
Incapable of reasonable repair 


50% damaged or decayed 
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Enforcing official may demolish building 
POWERS APPLICABLE AFTER FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ORIGINAL ORDERS 





Building placarded as unfit or dangerous 








Enforcing official may 





Make required repairs 











Non-compliance with order to repair 








City council approves 



































Vacate and close building 











Non-compliance with order to repair 











City council approves 





Demolish or remove building 


Non-compliance with order to demolish 
cost of repairs more than 75% of value 
City council approves 
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FOOTNOTES FOR TABLE 


1. Besides authority to order vacation qf unsafe or insanitary buildings 
the Commissioner of Buildings is authorized to order a building va- 
cated when it is occupied, or any work, operation, or construction is 
performed therein or thereon in violation of any provision of the code, 
or when the owner, agent, or tenant fails or refuses to comply with 

any lawful order of the Commissioner to make required repairs. 

request 


2. The notice of violation issued by the Building Official shall 
If violations are not voluntarily abated, 


the abatement of violations. 
issue a summons to the violator to appear 


the: Building official shall 
before the Recorder of the city of Columbus, who-has authority to de- 


termine what further action shall be taken. 


| 3. vacated substandard residential buildings shall be rehabilitated within 
six months after the date of vacation, or they shall be removed or de- 
molished. if the rehabilitation, removal, or demolition has not been 
accomplished within the six months’ period, the Superintendent of 
Building shall institute action to correct violations or to demolish. 


4, No expenses to repair, alter, or improve a dwelling may be incurred un- 


: . 
til the Board of commissions of the city has approved. 


5. The code provides for somewhat different powers applicable to unfit and 
dangerous dwellings, but does not define the difference between an un- 
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The Housing Director may order 


fit dwelling and a dangerous dwelling. 
repairs, alterations, or improvements of dwellings determined to be 


either unfit for human habitation or dangerous or injurious to the 


health and safety of the public, of the occupants of the dwelling, or 
If there is failure to com— 


of the occupants of neighboring dwellings. 
ply with an order concerning an unfit dwelling, the Housing Director may 


close the dwelling. 1f there is failure to comply with an order con- 
cerning a dangerous dwelling, the Housing Director may make required re- 
if the cost of such repairs exceeds 50 percent of the fair 


pairs, and, 
market value of the dwelling, he may remove or demolish the dwelling. 


6. The code provides that whenever compliance with the code requires re- 
pairs, alterations, or additions to a dwelling unit or habitable room, 
for the leasing or occupancy thereof, the obligation to make such re— 
pairs, alterations, or additions shall not arise, and such leasing or 


Occupancy shall be permitted and may continue, until the Director of 
Public Health shall find a condition dangerous to health and shall serve 


notice of such condition. 
7. The code provides that whenever compliance with the code requires re- 
pairs, alterations, installations, or additions to a premises, dwelling, 


dwelling unit, or habitable room or the equipment thereof, for the leas— 


ing Or occupancy thereof, the obligation to make such repairs, altera- 
tions, installations, or additions, shall not arise, and such leasing or 











il. 


the Commissioner of Health shal) 


Occupancy shall until 
find a condition dangerous to heatth and shall serve notice of such con- 


be permitted, 


dition. 
Powers and procedures to enforce the housing standards are provided in 
the Sanitary code of the City of wilmington, The specific housing 
standards are in the form of rules and regulations issued by the wilming- 
ton Board of Health with the approval of the state Board of Health. The 
requirement of notice applies only when, after there has been failure to 
comply with an order, the Health commissioner acts directly to make re— 
quired repairs or vacate premises, or when he orders the vacation of a 
. 


dwelling determined to be unfit for human habitation. 


9. Powers creating authority to vacate buildings are contained in an ordi- 


nance separate from the housing code. 


10. 75% or over of replacement costs. 


These Powers are exercised by the Building Board of Appeals after a hear— 
ing, following failure to comply with the original order, 
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POWERS TO ELIMINATE "SPECIAL" SUBSTANDARD CONDITIONS 
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Powers applicable to unfit dwellings 
Order to make required repairs 


Building capable of reasonable repair 


Cost of required repairs 
Under 75% of value 






Order to vacate premises 





Placard dwelling or building 


Order to vacate and make required repairs 
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Order to demolish building 
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Order to vacate and make required repairs 





Owner may comply by demolishing 


Conditions dangerous to health, moraTs, safety, 


or welfare 


Order to vacate and demolish building 


Order to demolish building 


Building 50% or more deteriorated 


[avicng sammie of resir 
"SPECIAL" CONDITIONS 

[rovers aptiewte toute otis 
[eer temete panes 


Non-compliance with order to repair 








Order to demolish building 


Non-compliance with order to vacate 


Enforcing official may 


Vacate and close building 


Powers applicable to dangerqus buildings 
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Building vacant and nuisance or hazard 


Cost of required repairs 
75% of value or more 
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Demolish or remove building 
cost of repairs over 50% of value 
ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS AND PROCEDURES 


FOOTNOTES FOR TABLE |, 
1. The code defines "unsanitary" structures or buildings. 


PAGE 3, 
The code also uses the 


terms "dangerous" and "unsafe" buildings, but does not define them. 


2. Special standards define "substandard residential building" and '"dangerous building." 


3. 


The code provides for somewhat different powers applicable to unfit and dangerous 
dwellings, but does not define the difference between an unfit dwelling and a dan- 
gerous dwelling. The Housing Director may order repairs, alterations, or improve- 
ments of dwellings determined to be either unfit for human habitation or dangerous 


or injurious to the health and safety of the public, of the occupants of the dwell-— 
|f there is failure to comply 


ing, or of the occupants of neighboring dwellings. 
with an order concerning an unfit dwelling, the Housing Director may close the 
if there is failure to comply with an order concerning a dangerous dwell— 


dwelling. 
ing, the Housing Director may make required repairs, and, if the cost of such re- 
pairs exceeds 50 percent of the fair market value of the dwelling, he may remove or 


demolish the dwelling. 


4. When the Bureau of Health finds that a dwelling is unfit because it is infected with 


a contagious disease or contains articles contaminated with infections substances 

from a communicable disease, the dwelling shall be ordered to be vacated. If the 

order is not complied with, the Bureau of Health shall proceed in a manner similar 
When the Bureau 


to the procedure established for the abatement of health nuisances. 
of Buildings finds that a dwelling is unfit or dangerous because of lack of repairs 
or other defects or because a health nuisance exists, the Bureau shall issue an 
order requiring the occupants to show cause why they should not vacate. If the 


5. 
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order is not complied with, the Bureau of Buildings may proceed to seek a conviction 


and imposition of the criminal penalties provided by the code. 


The code provides that whenever compliance with the code requires repairs, altera— 
tions, or additions to a dwelling unit or habitable room, for the leasing or occu- 
pancy thereof, the obligation to make such repairs, alterations, or additions shall 
not arise, and such leasing or occupancy shall be permitted and may continue, until 
the Director of public Health shall find a condition dangerous to health and shall 


serve notice of such condition. 


6. The code provides that whenever compliance with the code requires repairs, altera- 


tions, installations, or additipns to a premises, dwelling, dwelling unit, or habit— 
able room or the equipment thereof, for the leasing or occupancy thereof, the obliga- 
tion to make such repairs, alterations, installations, or additions, shall not arise, 
and such leasing or occupancy shall be permitted, until the commissioner of Health 
shall find a condition dangerous to health and shall serve notice of such condition. 


7. Notice,and hearing are required to determine that a dwelling is dangerous or injuri- 


ous to health and safety. 


8. The code provides powers which depend upon a determination that a dwelling or dwell—- 


ing unit is dangerous or injurious to the health and safety of the public, the occu- 


pants of the dwelling or dwelling unit, or of neighboring dwellings or dwelling units, 


but no special standards defining dangerous or injurious conditions are provided. 


Ei 


9. The code provides for condemnation and removal of "unsafe" and "dangerous" buildings, 


but does not define them. 
10. Power applies when the Building commissioner determines that the cost of repairs is 


"prohibitive." 
11. Powers and procedures to condemn and order vacation and repair, or demolition, of in- 
sanitary buildings are provided in a statute Separate from the housing code, and are 


carried out by a Board for the condemnation of Insanitary Buildings. 


12. Powers and procedures to enforce the housing standards are provided in the Sanitary 
code of the City of’wilmington. The specific housing standards are in the form of 
rules and reguiations issued by the Wilmington Department of Health with the ap- 

The requirement of notice applies only when, 


proval of the State Board of Health. 
after there has been failure to comply with an order, the Health commissioner acts 


directly to make required repairs or vacate premises, or when he orders the vacation 
of a dwelling determined to be unfit for human habitation. 
13. wilmington interprets the powers granted in its code as being applicable to both 
regular standards and special substandard conditions although these powers are not 
specifically differentiated in the code. 


14, Power creating authority to vacate buildings is contained in an ordinance separate 


from the housing code. 
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REGULATION OF ROOMING, BOARDING, AND LODGING HOUSES 
license, or registration required 


Permit, 
Powers available when non-compliance 





Deny permit or license 





Suspend permit or license 
























































Notice that suspension will occur unless violations 
are corrected 
Suspension after reinspection shows failure to 


correct violations 


Revoke permit or license 
Revocation after reinspection shows failure to 


correct violations 
Automatic revocation when no hearing requested after suspension 
Revocation when suspension or revocation sustained 
after hearing 
Hearing available on denial, notice that suspension may occur, 


or suspension 


Before enforcing official 
efore board of housing standards or appeals 








B 
POWERS TO ACT IN EMERGENCIES WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE AND HEARING 
Enforcing official determines immediate action required 


to protect public 





Health 
Safety or life 


wel fare 





Order to 
Make required repairs 


Vacate premises 
Demolish building 
Enforcing official may 
Make required repairs 
vacate and close building 


Demolish building 
Hearing available on petition after official action 


POWERS TO MAKE RULES AND RELAX STANDARDS 


Make rules and regulations 
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By enforcing official 
With approval of board of housing standards or appeals 


By board of housing standards or appeals 
Notice published in newspaper 


Public hearing 
Approval by city council 
Copy filed with city clerk 


Relax standards in hardship cases 





Ee ad 


By enforcing official 
With approval of board of housing standards or appeals 


By board of housing standards or appeals 


POWERS TO RECOVER COST OF REPAIRS OR DEMOLITION BY ENFORCING OFFICIAL 


Assess costs as liens against property 


Use proceeds of sale of salvaged materials 
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FOOTNOTES FOR TABLE |, 
Powers indicated apply only to emergency conditions. 
Powers indicated apply only to dangerous dwellings in emergency conditions. 


i. 
Powers are provided to suspend and revoke, but no notice or other required procedure is specified. 


2s 
Notice of violation must be given if inspection shows violations, but the code does not specify 


that the operator be notified that unless the violations are corrected the permit will be suspended 


Be 
4, 
or revoked. 
5. Copy of rules and regulations shall be filed with the clerk of the City council. 
6. The Department of Health is authorized to make rules and regulations, with approval of the state 
Board of Health. 
Powers creating authority to vacate buildings are contained in an ordinance separate from the 


ha 
housing code. 
By Board of Trustees — Health and Hospital corporation — Marion Co. 


8. 
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OWELLING 





ANY BUILDING 
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WHOLLY OR PARTLY 


human occupants 








one or more human beings 
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one or more persons 

_a home or residence 

the place where they sleep 
AS 


living or sleeping quarters 














a place of abode 
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a place of habitation 





PERMANENTLY OR TRANSIENTLY 


outhouses and appurtenances 











yards and gardens 
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temporary housing as defined in code 
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DWELLING UNIT 
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in a building or structure 

















in a dwelling, apartment house, or apartment hotel 
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FORMING A SINGLE HABITABLE UNIT 
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FOR HUMAN HABITATION 
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a place of abode 












WITH 
preparation of food 
















FACILITIES 





cooking 


ae ee | 


having only one kitchen 


INTRODUCTION TO TABLE II - DEFINITIONS 
Most of the cities have recognized the importance and need for including a section 





FOR 


on definitions in housing codes in order to provide clarity and understanding of the 
provisions, Of those codes containing definitions, the number of words defined range 
from only a few in some codes to fifty and sixty in others. A few of the codes refer to 


a standard dictionary orother reference for the meaning of words contained in the code. 


Table II provides a breakdown of three of the words commonly defined in housing 
codes, that probably have the greatest effect on the meaning of the greatest number of 
provisions, Provisions throughout the codes base their requirements and standards on 
the dwelling, dwelling unit, or habitable room, as the unit to which the requirement or 


standard is applicable. Table II illustrates the range in meaning given to these words 


by the cities. 
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The importance and the effect of these definitions on the other requirements and 
the space and occupancy 








standards of the code can be simply illustrated. For example, 
standards for a dwelling or dwelling unit should be greatly different from such stand- 
ards for a habitable room as the habitable room definition usually excludes space such 
as bathrooms, toilets, halls, corridors, pantries, closets, laundries, attic spaces, 
storage space, and other spaces which are included in the definitions of dwelling or 
dwelling unit. Similarly a code which defines dwelling only and requires a sink, lava- 
tory, water closet, and bathtub or shower per dwelling provides no limitation on either 


the amount of space served by the facility or thenumber of persons or families using it. 


FOOTNOTES FOR TABLE Il — PAGE 2 = DEFINITIONS 


1. Not covered under section of definitions but indirectly covered 
for Human Habitation". 


in "Dwellings unfit 
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St. Louis and Urbana define a "Habitable Building," rather than a "Dwelling." 


This is the general definition. 
family dwellings. 
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The code also defines one-, two-, and multi- 


No definition. 


Taken from the general statement of application of the code. 


Taken from the general definition of substandard buildings. 
Los Angeles defines a "Residential Building," rather than a "Dwelling." 


"'pwelling Unit’ means any room or series of rooms, together with the means 

of ingress and egress thereto, and such appurtenances as may be provided there- 
with, all of which are intended to be used as a place of habitation for humans 

of one legally related group or family, as distinct from other groups or fami- 

lies which may occupy other parts of a dwelling or building." 


""Owelling Unit' shal! mean a building or that portion of a building arrangea, 
designed or constructed for the use of one or more Persons, or one family, as 
a dwelling place. Dwelling unit shall also apply to one room in which there 
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ii. 


12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
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are cooking, sleeping, and living contained within the one room or area. 
Dwelling unit shall also apply to trailer coach type structures, or vehicles 
used for dwelling and living purposes. This does not apply to a transient 
trailer coach parked in a trailer park where trailers and trailer parks are 
normally for transient purposes." 


"Family Unit." The term 'family unit shall be deemed to apply to that por— 
tion of a dwelling having a kitchen or provided with cooking facilities to- 

gether with other habitable rooms which are arranged for the occupancy of a 

family and within which a household may be maintained." 


The Louisville definition includes rooms or groups of rooms “with or without" 
the mentioned facilities. 


Not more than one family. 

Including fraternity houses, rooming houses, dormitories, hotels, and motels. 

But excluding hotels, motels, asylums, hospitals, jails. 

But excluding trailers regulated by other ordinance. ) 
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recreation rooms 
work rooms 
hobby rooms 
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DEFINITIONS 


mechanical service equipment rooms ro ats 
spaces not used by persons frequently or for 
extended periods 


FOOTNOTES! FOR) TABLE Il = IPAGE 20 = 


1. No definition. 
"The term "habitable room' shall be deemed to apply to any room in a dwelling used for 


2. 
a bedroom, a dining room, a living or sitting room, parlor, a kitchen, a sewing room, 
library, den, music room, dressing room, sleeping porch, sun room or porch, party room, 
This term shall not apply to 


breakfast room, study, and similar uses. 


recreation room, 
a room used for storage or laundry purposes." 


3. “The term "Room' means any enclosed division of a dwelling unit containing over seventy 
(70) square feet of floor space and commonly used for living purposes, not including 
lobbies, halls, closets, storage space, bathrooms, utility rooms, and unfinished attics, 


cellars, Or basements." 
Any enclosed division in a residential building commonly used for living pur-— 


us - “Room. ™ 
poses, not including lobbies, halls, closets, storage space, bathrooms, water closet 
compartments, utility rooms, and unfinished attics or cellars. 


5. Excludes basement recreation rooms. 
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INTRODUCTION TO TABLE I11 - SPACE AND OCCUPANCY STANDARDS 


The purpose of space and occupancy provisions of housing codes is to set 
forth minimum requirements of space conducive to healthful living and to pre- 
vent the overcrowding of dwellings and dwelling units which accelerates the 
deterioration of structures and neighborhoods. This comparative table shows 
the range of space standards in the codes covered. 


Some interpretation of terms was necessary to arrive at a comparative 
basis due to differences in phraseology. Provisions of different codes where 
it was felt that they were aiming at the same requirement were considered to 
be comparable. Single cases of a code provision and qualifications to the 
listed items are for the most part covered in footnotes. Provisions where 
interpretation was doubtful were omitted entirely. 


The major categories by which space is limited are as follows: 


l. The maximum number of occupants per habitable room without relation 


to the amount of space. 


2. The minimum dwelling unit space per occupant. 
3. The minimum sleeping room space per occupant. 
4. The minimum room space without relation to the number of occupants. 


The amount of required space is usually set forth in terms of both area 
and cubical content and the amount varies with the age group of the occupants. 
Ceiling height and the minimum horizontal room dimension are both usually 
given consideration. Additional limitations are placed upon occupancy of 
basements and cellars which are defined differently from one locality to 


another. 


A fully comprehensive comparison of space requirements in any code must 
necessarily: include all of items listed in this table and should also include 
consideration of the light and ventilation requirements set forth in Table 
IV, as light and ventilation are related to space where the health of the in- 
dividual is concerned. 
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CONTAINS NO PROVISION COVERING SPACE REQUIREMENTS 
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Sq. ft. per next 3 occupants 





























Sq. ft. per additional occupants 








Sq. ft. per occupant 
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MINIMUM 
SLEEPING ROOM 
AREA PER 
OCCUPANT 
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Sq. ft. per 2 or more occupants 
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Living room, sq. ft. 































Dining room, sq. ft. 

















Kitchen, sq. ft. 





























Kitchenette, sq. ft. 












































MINIMUM ROOM 
AREA WITHOUT 
RELATION TO 
THE NUMBER 
OF OCCUPANTS 

















Sleeping room, 1st room, sq. ft. 















































Sleeping room, each or additional rooms sq. ft 
































Unspecified multiple use rooms, sq. ft. 



































Living-Dining Combination, sq. ft. 
























Living-Sleeping combination, sq. ft. 
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Dining-cooking combination, sq. 






























Living—Dining-cooking combination, sq. ft. 
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MINIMUM For at least 1/2 the floor area 
CEILING HEIGHT 
OF HABITABLE 
ROOMS IN FT- 
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For habitable rooms in basements 






































For 1st or main floor rooms 










































2nd or top floor for at least 1/2 floor area 

















































Minimum height for which floor area may be computed 
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OCCUPANCY OF BASEMENT OR CELLAR SPACE 






























Occupancy dependent upon definition of basement 



























Clear inner floor to ceiling height at or above average grade 






























Occupancy dependent upon definition of cellar 



























Clear inner floor to ceiling height below average grade 




































Occupancy dependent upon minimum ceiling height 


Habitable rooms 


Rooms 
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permitted 
for 
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Dwelling units 









Habitable rooms 
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prohibited 
for 









Sleeping rooms 
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Dwelling units 
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FOOTNOTES FOR TABLE III — SPACE AND OCCUPANCY STANDARDS 9. Adequate for the protection of the health of the occupants. 22. Figures given are applicable to sleeping rooms only. 34. 11 window wells are provided this is not a requir * 
: ; r : quirement. 
1. 2 occupants are permitted in a l-room apartment. 10. Person 1-12 years of age is considered 1/2 person; under 1 year of age is not con- 23. For next 3 occupants, 55 sq. ft. for each additi I. eee 7 
F P sidered as a person in the terms of this requirement. pene 35. 720 cu. ft. for 2 occupants; 500 cu. ft. additional for each additional occupant 
2. 150 sq. ft. required for a multipurpose room. 24. Contingent upon separation from heating equipment, incinerators, etc., by a over 2. 
. Fs ‘ F - 11. Applies to sleeping rooms only, children ] to 8 years shall be considered as 1/2 standard partition and upon access to the t th t t - : 
3- Expressed in sq. ft. oe ope ogen da sildingmeraeseM ibe homey, conven Bakanene oso persons; under 1 is not counter nace room. unit without passing through a fur 36. May be decreased to 70 sq- ft. If it has 16 sq. ft. of window area and occupied 
2 occupants. In dwelling units of two or more rooms occupancy is based on sub- ‘ by not more than 1 person. 
totals for various rooms by which kitchen=0, room with less than 70 sq. ft.—0, 12. Applies to where there is only one room for sleeping purposes and rooming houses. 25. 1-bedroom dwelling units are exempt from this requirement. 
room with 70 to 100 sq. ft.=1, and room of 100 sq. ft. or more=2. Persons under 12 in a rooming house require 35 sq. ft. 6 ie x 4 31. Hs aie ft. for child 6 or over; 300 sq. ft. of space for each single-family 
; A ; F ? 26. Access to living room included, 1-bedroom dwelling units are exempt from this we ling unit; 600 sq. ft. for each 2- family dwelling unit; 200 sq. ft. for each 
4. 400 cu. ft. per occupant over 6 years of age. No stated requirement for those ~ 13. Window may be in a "proper" light and air well. requirement. A z family ina mult}—fami ly dwelling unit. 
under 6. ; 14. Child less than 2 years of age not considered "occupant" by definition. 27. Above 1/3 but not at 1/3. 38. Reductions to about half these figures are permitted in “high density sleeping 
5. 400 cu. ft. per occupant over 14 years of age; 300 cu. ft. for occupants 6 to 14; 15. The occupancy of basement is also contingent upon its separation from a central 28. at and below 2/3. rooms" such as hotels under a considerable number of special requirements, in- 
and 200 cu. ft. for those under 6. heating plant by a 1-hour fire resistive material. fig g oh = eh ge Sana any MRODEaeY only; a supervised watchman service with specified 
B : g “ ne + Every window which is below the grade of the ground adjoinin h a A uties; additiona ight and ventilation; daily maid r dail 
6. Section 1585-5 reads "attic bedrooms in Group H3 (one-and two-family) buildings grou j g such window shall 3 y maid service; daily airing; and 
shall be not less than 7 feet in height over their minimum required area. Por- 16. under 10 rather than under 12. i ek le ete - area way extending at least 30 inches out from ‘said window limited bed arrangement. ' 
tions of such attic bedrooms less than 4 feet in height shall be disregarded in 17. Ceiling in every part shall be more than 4’ above adjoining grade. Deen and width of said window. 39. Sleeping or cooking. 
computing the area." |n the practical application of both of these statements, Tee Aopliicabil + . 30. 90 sq. ft. for each of the next 6 additional occupants; 75 sq. ft. for each oc- . ; is 
: A = ‘ ? - Applicable to hotels, boarding houses, rocming houses, ar lodging houses. A , q 40. Also applies to living rooms. 
a conflict Le pile the ca el Wigs the first statement "as 1/2 the re lodging house is defined as a place in which sleeping cubicles are provided cupant over 7. es x - 
quired area” an mame eas tint Ae PMA IED . within the confines of walls, floor, and ceiling of a large room or space. 31- Half or more than half its clear floor to ceiling height rather than a specified Pees 9% eeste a) state Mamie, at essen 
1. Finished grade shall be at least 6" below window sill level. Areaways shall be as TOM Esecnenienseneainanleiiesdwelltincsenestena ve arGatceliilingss number of feet and inches. 42. Room with more than 50% of its exterior wall "area" from floor to ceiling below 
wide as they are deep and properly drained. Jest helghtseor wintowseWtabave wile. ground level shall not be used as a habitable room. Depth of areaway 3' or more 


8. Toilet room ceiling must be 6'6" and ducts, pipes, or other obstructions must be 20- Restriction app hiessto rooms: used for. sileep ing) oniliy. in width may be considered ground level for its length. 


6'6" above the floor level. 21. No room with a wall height less than 3 feet. 


12 3 


33. Cellar is not defined but occupancy is prohibited. 
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One window or skylight per room 
Skylight area, % of room area 
% of window or skylight area ~ 45 50 50 50| £5 
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Open directly to the outdoors 
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Unobstructed by facing structures 
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Minimum distance from facing structure, ft. 


and facing structure extends above room ceiling 
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ALTERNATIVES FOR 
REQUIRED FACILI- 
TIES PERMITTED 

















which is approved by enforcing official 
Device which will adequately light room 


PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO BATHROOMS AND WATER CLOSET ROOMS 
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MINIMUM BASIC FACILITIES REQUIRED 
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Same window requirements as for habitable rooms 
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One window per room 
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% of window or skylight area 


Other means of ventilation 


Adequate ventilation system 


which is approved by enforcing official 
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ALTERNATIVES 
FOR REQUIRED 
FACILITIES 
PERMITTED 

















which is kept in continous operation 


Device which will adequately light room 
EXCEPTIONS TO ABOVE REQUIREMENTS 
MINIMUM WINDOW AREA OPENING ON TO PORCHES, % OF ROOM AREA 


PERMITS 1 WINDOW TO SERVE 2 ROOMS WITH DESIGNATED OPENING BETWEEN ROOMS 
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INTRODUCTION TO TABLE IV - LIGHT AND VENTILATION 


The purpose of light and ventilation provisions of 


Most of the codes require light and ventilation for 


FOOTNOTES FOR TABLE 


Le 


IV — LIGHT AND VENTILATION 


Requirements for light and ventilation are contained in the build-—- 


10. Minimum window areas for habitable rooms used for other than sleeping 


closet compartments may be provided with an approved fan exhaust sys- 


housing codes is to set forth minimum requirements of Hathivcane an diwateracle de tides maGnh owe wwrecinimb err ing code. Feel cone oe Fy ag os ene tables Minimum window areas for sleep— tem in lieu of required windows. This alternate may also be substi- 
: ae 5 7 - 2. Window shall have a minimum of 5 footcandles of daylight illumination 3 iS Fane a SN tuted for required windows in kitchens, sculleries, pantries, laundry 
light and fresh air conducive to clean and healthful limit their requirements to habitable rooms only. measurable at the epicenter of the room, 30 Inches above floor level Saal E 100 sq. ft. floor area or less - 10% of floor area. rooms, and slop sink rooms in hotels, and in public dining rooms, 
living and to prevent the accumulation of dirt and de- with a standard light meter facing the light source at noon MST with peau of more than 100 sq. ft. floor area - 10 sq. ft. plus general amusement rooms, entertainment rooms, reception and general 
4 the sky of normal brightness. of floor area in excess of 100 sq. ft. utility rooms, under closet compartments, bathrooms, and toilet rooms 
velopment of dampness which accelerates the deteriora- A large percentage of the codes permit the use of . i nose ea Fass! “i ee P ea rb pengieres; except in the case of kitchens having in apartment houses and hotels. 
rn Fs 7 5 - Applies only to dwellings erected after effective date of ordinance. more an sq. ft. of floor area d in livi i f P 
tion of structures. This comparative table shows the artificial light and ventilation through use of elec- leg alls Fons cahal osanea ewe Mure occa ie oe BS roonee hanvincn apababia> areas’ ae a arc ee A ce he 20. ies byats serving water closet or shower compartments, bathrooms, or 
: : ; - ; ; ; . a rear ya ; : siliop sink ’ 
range in light and ventilation standards in the codes tricity and mechanical ventilating devices. The phrase- less than 10 feet deep, or above the rbaf Bean adjotning bullding, ee Het: in Seen tg ote 100 sq. ft. or less and 3% of the ritcas sone tal uci lee ee oe pie cl code also 
covered. ology used in a number of codes, however, makes it diffi- or upon a court or side yard not less than 25 square feet area, or Bathroom eee . pate f : f le rooms. Windows or skylights ya! through roofed porches. E : 4 pen ae 
; Aer ‘ open to the sky. However, rooms not meeting the foregoing require- bI ae - etic oses compartments ssualllghavese ami nilman ; Y 
cult to determine whether the artificial light and ven- merits (Mayihescmneastiwindotn netuilae ech anelsearansureatiliinnanca ese 3 at of 4% of the floor area, except where another 21. Required windows shall be not less than 12 square feet in area, or 
Due to differences in phraseology in the codes, tilation is permitted in addition to or in place of the opening into an adjoining room in the same dwelling unit which room rea Feaut ced Mehets ee liTeiee ee cee ae iit ML a room, whichever Is greater. 
F > tai th inin r ired windo kylight. ; or public halls an . - 
some interpretation of terms is necessary to arrive at a natural light and ventilation required, No interpreta- SORES Ns LUGO UB: A ate EIA I ARS all stairways may be controlled by occupant operated light switch. ane ee nega Sy Une We Re Coser compantnents, bathrooms, toilet rooms, 
a a é y h 5 r, 5. Window area shall be not less than 6 Square feet in bathrooms. Pro- 1a wind 4 m ‘ : or shower rooms shall be: 
comparative basis. Single cases of a code provision and tion on this point has been made in the tabulations of Gistonsutorevent (ndebachpoomemendiwacen celicsstaccnmaremanteeare . eae ne Tee on pes which obstruct natural illumination shall In dwellings - Not less than 3 sq. ft. 
Ceti ea baths dated A tenatdve for the -noet pert Chinutables contained in Section 10-5-2 of the Toledo Municipal Code. Inimum area o 5% of the floor area of the rooms. In apartments and hotels - Not less than 6 sq. ft. 
< A tT, 12. Skylights are permitted except in kitchens, livin aie 3 In compartments containing multiple facilities - 3 sq. ft 
covered in footnotes. Where interpretation was doubtful 6. Toilets and bathrooms shall have a window with minimum openable . i ? g and sleeping rooms. for each facility but need mot §uceed 25% GF the nae “ee 
3 h ; F £ Light a area of 10% of the floor area of the room, or not less than 4 square 13. No windows required if rooms are equipped with "approved" systems or of the compartment 
provisions are omitted entirely. A fully comprehensive comparison o ig and ven- feet. Required windows shall be so located as to properly light equipment for exchange of air. ts eels . 
tilation requirements in any code must necessarily in- all portions of the room and shall open only on spaces specified in x . " . 43+ Required windows shal! be not less than-10 sq. ft. in area, or 10% 
f 3 - ; Section 1504-1 of the Cincinnati Code of Ordinances. The foregoing ae Reet must have anpoutside window whitch can be opened or "other of the floor area of the room whichever is greater. 4% 
Most of the codes require at least one window or clude all of the terms listed in this table and should is the general requirement, but there are several exceptions set We ae ventilation. No minimum area for bathroom windows 24. Applies to each dwelling and dwelling unit rather than to r 
skylight per habitable room, of a specified area in terms also include consideration of the space and occupancy forth in Section 1585-8 of the code dealing with permitted alternates. ti E =" Six nohiles he rachel . : © rooms. 
Her pam A ; , + Windows not meeting this requirement shall be counted tributi 7 Den Seng Grn y ix 
2 st f standards set forth in Table III and the electricity 1. Provisions applicable to public hallways and stairways are covered E ‘ be counted as contri uting 3 i 
of square feet or a percentage of the room area. Mo : ‘ ‘ wok < E : In. Sdttton Ise8h210 oe eha Clnéinnatl Godenor Ondilancce: : only 50% of their area toward meeting the minimum area requirement. 26. Adequate illumination and ventilation required. 
i i t equirements set forth in Table . or example, ‘ ; . ree ; ; 2 5 
them also require a percentage of the window area to be requir nts : Z ; Bs 8. ‘ne ipeends twoxfaniilveawellllil ngs Meeheamintmunmaaadiinedimtndowmerea. cin 16. eyeee oS See le ARLES in apartments when located 271. Not less than 3 sq. ft. in area. 
i i a ° a dinette or ivi 
openable to the outside air and a number place additional window requirements expressed as a percen oe or peru at and watercloset compartments shall be 1/8 of the floor phusacadios af fat alcove o Iving room and used only for the 28. Requires 4'6" wide opening between porch and room. Porch shall have 
limitations on conditions outside in determining the ac- area should be related to the floor areas provided under EVRA nt begs oc Ree eet rakes a capreaee Mane ierech nies ys f 2c. koe i ee ae cake phen glass area and openable area to meet combined porch and 
; ; ; vided. . ning water closets required to have "proper = room light and ventilation r i ts. 
ceptable areas. A number also require the window to be the space an »ccupancy standards The adequacy of ar- In multiple dwellings, windows are not required for light if artifi- tificial lighting" and to be ventilated by a winube ae Peri ad . meee 
puidietdlaredvandicrevided with eultable hardware. tificial light cannot be determined without referral to cial illumination of at least 2 foot candles is provided. Jn multi- outside air. 29. Provided 80% of cross sectional area of separating wall is open. 
yg P , as ple dwellings, bathrooms and water closets may be ventilated by win- 78, abt eab 
the requirements and standards providedunder electricity. dows, skylights, or ducts. + Habita US rooms shall be deemed to be properly ventilated when equipped 
‘ 5 . : ‘ f with a mechanical air conditioning unit or units" installed under and 
9. The code defines as unfit for human habitation those dwellings which, in accordance with Chapter 3 of the Code of San Antonio. 





among other defects, have living rooms, bedrooms, or kitchens with- 
out windows, or with windows opening on an airshaft. There are no 
specific standards for window area or location. 


19. Applies to all types of rooms (except pantries accessory to single 
dwelling units). However, in dwellings, secondary bath and water- 
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Table V 
Sanitation Facilities 





CONTAINS NO PROVISION COVERING SANITATION FACILITIES 
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Dwelling units shall not contain more than 3 
habitable rooms 
Dwelling unit shall not contain more than 1 
habitable room 


Not to exceed the number of persons per 
facility requirement 


In good working condition 


Properly connected to a water system 






Properly connected to a source of potable water 


connected to both hot and cold water lines 
(except water closet) 


connected to water heating facilities 


Properly connected to a sewer system 


In accordance with provisions of plumbing, building, 
or sanitation code 


Approved by health officer or other official 






Installed by a licensed plumber 






Adequate, proper, etc. 


FLOOR CONSTRUCTION TO BE OF IMPERVIOUS EASY TO CLEAN MATERIALS 































































































water closet 
4 Dal am bs 
Lavatory ‘| wi 
Tub or shower 
pe Se 
Dwelling units shall not contain more than 2 rooms [2 
x X 
Habitable area of each dwelling unit shall not a Samet |e 
exceed 250 sq. ft. X X xX 
Shared facilities located reasonably accessible 
from common hall x 
oe a — 
Shared facilities located to afford privacy 
Seal ees ae 
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so that hot water may be supplied at 120°F 
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so that hot water may be supplied at all times 
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INTRODUCTION TO TABLE V - SANITATION FACILITIES 


The purpose of sanitation facilities provisions of housing codes is 


to set forth those facilities considered essential and the quantity nec- 
essary to assure healthful living. This comparative table shows the range 


of sanitation facility standards in the codes covered. 


Some interpretation of terms was necessary to arrive at a comparative 
basis due to differences in phraseology. Provisions of different codes 
where it was felt they were aiming at the same requirement were considered 


Single cases of a code provision and qualifications to 


to be comparable. 
Provisions 


the listed items are for the most part covered in footnotes. 
where interpretation was doubtful were omitted entirely. 


The princival facilities required by the majority of codes are the 
kitchen sink, water closet, bath tub or shower, and less frequently, lava- 
tory or wash basin. Some codes require all, or some of these facilities in 
each dwelling unit. Where sharing of facilities by occupants of more thon 
1 dwelling unit is permitted, maximum usage is usually limited to the num- 
ber of persons, dwellings or dwelling units. Most of the codes recognize 


that for the facility to function effectively it must be properly connected 
Many of the codes stipulate that both potable 


to a water and sewer system. 
and hot running water be supplied to each facility with exception of the 


water closet. Many reguire that facilities be installed and maintained in 
accordance with the provisions of a plumbing building, or sanitation code 
and almost as many reouire the facility to be approved bv a health of ficer 


or other of ficial. 
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Adequate light and ventilation are usually required in rooms containing 
Light and 





water closets, and these requirements may be found in Table IV, 


Ventilation. 


FOOTNOTES IR'OoR TAVBIIE Vee ScAN Tete OWN (Poa HEM ies: 


1. No limit for one bona—fide family. 

2. A kitchenette or efficiency kitchen with not more than 60 sq. ft. of floor area shall 
not be counted as a room. 

3. In multiple dwellings only. 

4. Applicable to hotels and lodging houses. 


5. If within 150" of city water and sewer system. 


6. By July 1, 
7. Tub or shower are not required. 
Existing two-family dwelling units, or two existing 1-room units. 


1957 where sewer facilities are within 100 ft. of the lot. 


8. 
9. Periodic inspection required except for 1— and 2-family dwellings. 
10. Applicable to hotels and lodging places assuming two persons per bedroom. 


11. Not required in existing structures. : 
12. A kitchen with not more than 65 sq. ft. of floor area shall not be counted as a room. 


13. Six persons permitted in rooming houses. 


14. After January 1, 1962. Required for each dwelling or dwelling unit. Could be inter—- 


preted either way. 


15. Permitted in-multifamily dwellings until January 1, 1962. 


16. Per dwelling rather than dwelling unit. 


17. Required for each dwelling or dwelling unit. could be interpreted either way. 


18. Running water is required for water closet and sink. Not specified for bathing 
facilities. 

19. Dwelling units containing two or more rooms. 

20. Applies to multifamily dwellings housing. three or more families and rooming houses. 


May be in separate building outside the dwelling. Applies to rental premises only. 


21. One water closet and one sink per family. 
22. Installed hot running water “per dwelling" only. 
23. Six persons permitted to share facility in rooming unit, and ten under very special 
conditions. 
24. Installed running water per dwelling only. ’ 
25. Refers to the code of the city of Eufala for Sanitary requirements. 
26. Not applicable to rooming houses and apartments. 
27. Applies to rental premises only. 
28. |n 2-story dwelling containing only 2 dwelling units. é 
; . 


29. 100° rather than 120°, 
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INTRODUCTION TO TABLE VI - STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS 
FOR STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS 


A number of codes define a "substandard" dwelling or otherwise label such dwellings as 
"unfit for human habitation", a 'muisance", or "dangerous", This is done by describingvarious 
typical defects of structure and facilities which are prohibited by the code. In order to express 
these defects, negative statements indicating a degree of departure from a normal condition 


are employed, in contrast with positive statements of the minimum structural conditions re- 


quired in a standard dwelling. In some codes such negatively descriptive statements or phrases 
serve asthe only criteria for determining whether ornotthe structural elements are below stand- 
ard, and in other codes they are provided in addition to positive standards. Because of the dif- 
ficulty of including many of these negatively stated criteria in the same tables with positive 
requirements, Tables VI and VII are provided, even though both deal with provisions concern- 
ing the structural or construction elements of dwellings. 


Table VII was developed to reflect separately those negatively stated criteria relating to 
the structural elements of dwellings or residential buildings which are enforced under both the 
general and special administrative powers and procedures. 


This Table (VI) covers those positively stated standards and criteria enforced under the 
general administrative powers and procedures. 


A wide variety of broad general terms were used in the codes to cover these requirements 
relating to the structural elements. Many were believed to be aiming at the same general pur- 
pose and are classified under a single heading in order to be presented in tabular form. For ex- 
ample, "Able to function safely and effectively "is used in the tables to cover the following 
wordage found in the codes: 


Repair fit for human habitation 

Sound and tight 

In protective maintenance 

Reasonable state of repair 
Reasonably healthy state of repair 
Kept in good repair 

Kept in good order 

Kept in good condition 

Kept in safe condition 

Kept in sound condition 

Kept in sound repair 

Kept in usuable condition 

Kept in satisfactory working condition 
Condition in which it will function safely and effectively 


In addition, adverbs such as reasonably, substantially, etc., modifying the provisions re- 
ported are not included. 
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Table VI 
Standards and Requirements 
for Structural Elements 


CONTAINS NO PROVISIONS RELATING TO STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS 
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They are inadequate for strength & stability 
Inspector may waive 
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EXTENT THAT 
INTRODUCTION TO TABLE VII 
Interior walls or other vertical 


The chief building 


They are inadequate for supporting the structure 


"This is done by 
3. 
Includes stairs also. 
member. 
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"dangerous 


A number of codes define a "substandard" dwelling or otherwise label such dwell- 
" or 
Or other verticle structural 


wall 
this requirement for masonry or concrete construction. 


"nuisance, 
negative statements indicating a de- 
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5. 


"unfit for human habitation a 

describing various typical defects of structure and facilities which are prohibited 
in contrast with positive 

and in other 


ings as 
In order.to express these defects, 


by the code. 

gree of departure from a normal condition are employed 

statements of the minimum structural conditions required in a standard dwelling. 
some codes such negatively descriptive statements or phrases serve as the only criteria 
for determining whether or not the structural elements are below standard 

codes they are provided in addition to positive standards. Becuase of the difficulty 
of including many of these negatively stated criteria in the same tables with positive 

even though both deal with provisions 


Tables VI and VII are provided 
concerning the structural or construction elements of dwellings 


requirements, 
Table VI covers those positively stated standards and criteria enforced under the 
general administrative powers and procedures 
This Table (VII) was developed to reflect separately those negatively stated cri- 
teria relating to the structural elements of dwellings or residential buildings which 
ini i . Those criteria 
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are enforced under both the general and special administrative powers 
enforced under special administrative powers as indicated in Table I under "Powers to 


Eliminate Special Substandard Conditions" all carry the footnote number 1 
As in Table VI, adverbs such as reasonably, substantially, etc., modifying the 


provisions reported are not included 
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CONDITIONS OF STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS 


Enforced under special administrative powers as indicated in Table | 


under "Powers to Eliminate Substandard conditions." 
Limited to "defective plaster" rather than suitable materials. 


Includes stairs also. 


No floor, ceiling, roof or beam, and no nominally horizontal component 
foot distance. 


of a dwelling unit shall sag in excess of 2% of the span. 
zontal plane of the depth of the floor structural members in any ten 


Those whose floors sag or slant more than one quarter out of the hori- 
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CONTAINS NO PROVISIONS COVERING HEATING REQUIREMENTS 


REQUIRES EACH DWELLING TO HAVE INSTALLED HEATING FACILITIES 





That are adequate or approved 








Consisting of arrangements of chimneys and flues 





Consisting of all facilities necessary to maintain a specified 
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Through a designated heating season and time of day 








At a designated height above floor, feet and inches 
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INSTALLED 










FACILITIES PROPERLY 





FACILITIES MAINTAINED IN SAFE AND GOOD WORKING CONDITION 





REQUIRES EACH DWELLING UNIT TO BE CAPABLE OF BEING ADEQUATELY HEATED 











REQUIRES INSTALLATION TO CONFORM TO TECHNICAL STANDARDS OF OTHER CODES 


PROVIDES FOR PROHBITING THE USE OF UNHEALTHY OR UNSAFE SPACE HEATERS 








































































































*« 1 ps [>< 









































alti Bes oad = 
x «|< 


INTRODUCTION TO TABLE VIII - HEATING REQUIREMENTS 

The purpose of heating provisions of housing codes is to set forth minimum re- 
quirements for the heating of dwellings conducive to safe and healthful living and 
to prevent the use of hazardous and unsafe heating installations. This comparative 
table shows the range in heating requirements in the codes covered. 

Due to differences in phraseology in the codes, some interpretation of terms is 
necessary to arrive at a comparative basis. Where it was felt that provisions of 
different codes were aiming at the same requirement, they were considered to be com- 

Single cases of a code provision and qualifications to the listed items 
How- 


parable. 

are for the most part covered in footnotes. 

Most of the codes require dwellings to have installed heating facilities. 

ever, there are obvious differences as to what constitutes "heating facilities." 

Some codes specifically limit heating facilities to chimneys and flues while others 
furnace, or other heating unit in the interpretation of the term 

and in addition specify performance in terms of temperature under designated condi- 


include the stove, 
A number of the codes limit the requirement to specifying that the dwelling 


tions. 

unit shall be capable of being adequately heated. 
Most of the codes require heating facilities to be properly installed and main- 

tained in safe and good working condition. A number of the codes require the in- 

stallation to be made in accordance with provisions contained in the building or 

other code and prohibit the use of unhealthy or unsafe space heaters. 


A fully comprehensive comparison of the heating requirements of housing codes 


should include consideration of the geographical location and climate of the cities 


compared. 











FOOTNO 


TES FOR TABLE VIII — HEATING REQUIREMENTS 
is to be provided "where the conditions of tenants are such that 
What these conditions are is 


at 
is to be provided for the tenants." 


Rs. Hie 
heat 
unknown. 
2. Arrangements by chimneys, flues, or other acceptable methods, to offer 
facilities for heating in rooms commonly used as living quarters. 


3. 


4, 


Provides quite a number of detailed requirements for making a determina— 
tion of the adequacy of heating including such factors as the heating 


plant, insulation, and doors and windows. 
Where central heat is not provided each dwelling unit shall have at least 


1/2 of the habitable rooms provided with fireproof chimney flues. 
Health Department requirement for hotels, boarding houses and rooming 
houses from October 1 to May 15 inclusive. 70 degrees — temperature re— 
quired from 7:00 a.m. to 10:30 P.M. and 60 degrees from 10:30 P.M. to 
7:00 a.m. 
6. Applies to gas fired appliances only. 


7. Applies to rental premises only. 
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Electrical Requirements 





than 300 ft. 


REQUIRES FIXTURES TO BE SUPPLIED WHICH WILL SUPPLY ADEQUATE LIGHT 
SPECIFIES NUMBER OF CONVENIENCE OUTLETS PER ROOM 


Specifies ceiling outlets for certain rooms 





Each habitabl 


Living room 








Dining room 





Kitchen 








Living and dining room combination 


Bedroom or sleeping room 


le IX 


REQUIRES DWELLINGS TO BE WIRED FOR ELECTRICITY 


Where electric service is available 


Where electric service is eval abt from power Tiree not more 


away 


Permits optional combinations of ceiling, wall or floor outlets 


NUMBER OF ELECTRIC OUTLETS REQUIRED IN THE FOLLOWING LISTED SPACES 
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Stairways 





Laundry room 


Public hallways 
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Furnace room 


or space 
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At places of 


watercloset compartment 


ingress or egress 






































































INTRODUCTION TO TABLE IX - ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS 


‘The purpose of electrical provisions of housing codes is to set forth 
minimum requirements for artificial light and electrical service conducive 
to safe and healthful living and to prevent the use of hazardous and un- 
safe artificial means of light and electrical installations. This compar- 
ative table shows the range in electrical requirements in the codes covered. 


Due to differences in phraseology in the codes, some interpretation of 
terms is necessary to arrive at a comparative basis. Where it was felt 
that provisions of different codes were aiming at the same requirement, they 
were considered to be comparable. Single cases of a code provision and 
qualifications to the listed items are for the most part covered in foot- 
notes, Provisions of doubtful interpretation were omitted entirely from 


the tabulations. 


Most of the codes require dwellings to be wired for electricity and a 
number specify the number of outlets per room or location. A number also 
require the installation to comply with the technical provisions of another 
code such as the electrical or building code. 


A fully comprehensive comparison of electricity requirements in any 
housing code must necessarily include all of the items listed in this table, 
plus the light requirements set forth in Table IV, and also any requirements 
in the electrical code or the building code of the particular city. 


A further source of information on electrical requirements for munici- 
palities is "State and Municipal Electrical Codes" published by the National 
Electrical Manufacturers Association, 155 East 44th Street, New York 17, 


New York. 
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FOOTNOTES IX => ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS 


1. 


2. 


Sie 


4. 


5. 


6. 


7. 


8. 


9. 


10. 


ii. 


12. 


No specific number required. Requires not less than 1-foot candle 
at night over at least 1/2 the floor area. 

One ceiling outlet, two wall or floor outlets, or duplex outlet in 
wall or floor. 


One ceiling or wall type light fixture or two convenience outlets, 
floor or wall type. 


Requires the designated number of receptacles. It is believed that 
one duplex outlet would be considered two receptacles. 


Requires one 20 ampere circuit for convenience outlets in kitchens 
and one additional circuit for lighting, however, it is applicable 
to rental premises only. 


In every dwelling containing three or more dwelling units, such elec-— 
tric lights shall be kept burning in public halls and stairways as is 
necessary, day or night, in order to prevent fire hazard or other 
accident. 


Requires either floor or wall type and/or ceiling fixture. 


Lighting-required in public halls and stairways of multiple dwellings 
only. 


Applies to two-family, multi-family, and rooming houses only. 


Two outlets required, at least one of which shall be a wall or floor 
convenience outlet. 


Number of convenience outlets based on lineal footage measured along 
baseboard. 


Must have adequate lighting. 
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FOOTNOTES FOR TABLE X 
SUBSTANDARD CONDITIONS 


BECAUSE OF GENERAL | They are insanitary 
CONDITION OR 
LOCATION They are otherwise dangerous 
BECAUSE OF NEED FOR MAJOR STRUCTURAL REPAIRS TO DESIGNATED | TEMS 
GENERAL CRITERIA DEFINING 
1. Refers to ordinance 3963 for listing of deficiencies for determining a substandard 
dwelling. 
In the codes, sanitation facilities are broken down and limited to drainage and 









































FOR WHICH GROUND RULES FOR MAKING DETERMINATIONS ARE PROVIDED 
INTRODUCTION TO TABLE X 
SUBSTANDARD CONDITIONS 
Zs 
plumbing. 
In the code, sanitation facilities are broken down and limited to sewage disposal 


A number of codes define a "substandard" dwelling or ctherwise label such 
WSOx This 


dwellings as "unfit for human habitation," a "nuisance, "dangerous." 
is done by describing various typical defects of structure and facilities which 
In order to express these defects, negative state- 
in 
3. 
facilities, drainage, and plumbing. 


are prohibited by the code. 
ments indicating a degree of departure from a normal condition are employed, 
contrast with positive statements of the minimum conditions and facilities re- 
ouired in a stondard dwelling. In some codes such negatively descriptive state- 

ments or phrases serve as the only criteria for determining whether or not a 
dwelling is below standard, and in other codes they are provided in addition to 
Because of the difficulty of including many of these nega- 
. 


positive standards. 
tively stated criteria in the same table with positive requirements, Tables X 


and XI are provided. 

Table XI was developed to reflect separately those negatively stated cri- 
teria which are the basis for the use of those special administrative powers, as 
indicated in Table I under the heading "Powers to Fliminate Special Substandard 


Conditions." 
This table covers those negatively stated criteria found in other codes 


where no difference in administrative powers exist. 
Where sufficient detail was provided in negatively stated criteria to make 
o positive interpretation, such criteria are reflected in the other comparative 
The last three items in this table indicate 


Pied 
tables of techniccl standards. 
those codes which have provided such detail. 
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Table XI 


Separate or Special Substandard 
Conditions Which are the Basis 
for Special Remedial Action 


CONTAINS NO SEPARATE OR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
Unfit for human habitation 


Ele 
=e 


p< Pxbe| | 


DECLARING Substandard 
DWELLINGS OR 
OWELLING UNITS 


Nuisances 


Dangerous 
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. Limb 
Property 
TO Health 
Safety 
Wel fare 
Morals 
Occupants of the dwelling 





Life 


Public 


OF THE 


BECAUSE 
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BECAUSE OF 
LACK OF 
FACILITIES FOR 


ADEQUATE 


Damaged 


Decayed 








BECAUSE OF GENERAL 
CONDITION OR 






Vermin- 


A hazard or detrimental 


A serious hazard 


A menace or dangerous 


Residents of the City 


Dilapidated 


Insani tary 


Unsafe 


Infested 


Deteriorated 
Dangerous or a menace 
In disrepair 
Sanitation 
{11uminat ion 
ventilation 
Heating 


Decent living 
They are insanitary 


They are otherwise dangerous 


LOCATION 
CITIES WHICH PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CRITERIA SHOWN ON FOLLOWING PAGES 
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SEPARATE OR SPECIAL SUBSTANDARD CONDITIONS 


INTRODUCTION TO TABLE XI 
WHICH ARE THE BASIS FOR SPECIAL REMEDIAL ACTION 
A number of codes define a "substandard" dwelling or otherwise label such dwell- 
or "dangerous". This is done by 


a "nuisance" 


ings as "unfit for human habitation," 
describing various typical defects of structure and facilities which are prohibited 
by the code. ‘ In order to express these defects, negative statements indicating a de- 
gree of departure from a normal condition are employed, in contrast with positive 
statements of the minimum conditions and facilities required in a standard dwelling. 

In some codes such negatively descriptive statements or phrases serve as the only cri- 

teria for determining whether or not a dwelling is below standard, and in other codes 

Because of the difficulty of in- 


they are provided in addition to positive standards. 
cluding many of these negatively stated criteria in the same tables with positive re- 
quirements Tables X and XI are provided. 

This table was developed to reflect separately those negatively stated criteria 


which are the basis for use of those special administrative powers, as indicated in 
Table I under the heading "Powers to Eliminate Special Substandard Conditions", 


Table X is limited to those negatively stated criteria found in other codes where 
Because they. are rela- 


no difference in administrative powers exists. 
Only six of the codes of this table go into more detail than the table shows and 


However, each item so 


they vary greatly in the amount of cdditional detail provided. 

tively few in number and vary so, they do not readily lend themselves to incorporation 
into comparative tables. For this reason the applicable provisions of these six codes 
are reproduced on the page following this table. Where sufficient detail was provided 
in negatively stated criteria to make a positive interpretation, such criteria are re- 


flected in the other comparative tables of technical standards. 
reflected is footnoted to show that it is subject to separate administrative powers 


and procedures. 


FOOT 


i. 


2. 


3. 


SEPARATE OR SPECIAL SUBSTANDARD CONDITIONS 


NOTES FOR TABLE XI 
WHICH ARE THE BASIS FOR SPECIAL REMEDIAL ACTION 


In the code, sanitation facilities are broken down and limited to drainage, plumb- 


ing, and water supply. 
The code also uses the 


The code defines "unsanitary" structures or buildings. 
terms "dangerous" and "unsafe" buildings but does not define them. 


In the code, sanitation facilities are broken down and limited to drainage and 


plumbing. 
Rules and Regulations of the commissioner of Health’ may establish ground rules 


for making determinations. 
Not listed under these specific headings but stated as deficiencies in facilities 


Bie 
and equipment required by this code. 


6. In the code, sanitation facilities are broken down and limited to sewage disposal 


facilities, drainage, and plumbing. 
Dwellings not built, constructed, repaired, maintained, and occupied in a con— 


dition at least equal to the minimum standards covered elsewhere in the code are 


Te 
considered nuisances or dangerous. 
8. Stated in the code as "serious or dangerous overcrowding of persons, sleeping 
or space." 


rooms, 
The words used in thecode are "when building is in such an insanitary condition." 


os 
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BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


CHAPTER 25 


Paragraph 134. 
thereon. 


Minimum housing: designation of unfit dwellings and procedures 


The designation of a dwelling or dwelling unit as unfit for human hab- 


_itation and the procedure thereon shall be in compliance with the following: 


Ls 


Whenever the owner or eccupant, lessee or agent for the owner, occupant 
or lessee, or any person having charge or the care of such premises, 
fails or refuses to comply with the orders of the Erie county commis- 
Sioner of health based on the provisions of this chapter or on any 
rules or regulations adopted by the board of health pursuant to the pro- 
visions of this chapter, such dwelling or dwelling unit may be con- 
demned by the commissioner as being unfit for human habitation and 
shall be vacated or brought into compliance with the provisions of this 
chapter or any other applicable laws, codes or ordinances within a rea- 


sonable time as ordered by the commissioner. 


Any dwelling or dwelling unit, in whole or in part, which shall be found 
to have any of the following defective conditions thereon or therein 
shall be deemed to be unfit for human habitation and may be so desig- 
nated and conspicuously placarded by the commissioner. Such placarding 
shall be accomplished by affixing a conspicuous red placard or placards, 
stating thereon the cause for condemnation, in an appropriate and con- 
spicuous place or places upon the building or premises. [It shall be un- 
lawful for any person to remove such placard or use such building or 
premises until the cause for condemnation has been corrected or abated 


and the removal of the placard approved by the commissioner. 


The following listed defective conditions in a dwelling or dwelling unit 
shall not be deemed to be exclusive if other or different conditions 
exist on such premises that may reasonably be deemed by the commissioner 


to cause the premises to be unsafe or in such condition as to be danger- 


ous to human life or property and to the health and safety of the public; 


(a) Where interior walls or other vertical structural members list, lean 


or buckle more than one-half out of the vertical plane of the thick- 


ness of those members between any two floors or the floor is sagged 
or slanted more than one-quarter out of the horizontal plane of the 


depth of floor structural members in any ten-foot distance; 


(b) Where the dwelling or dwelling unit has been so damaged by fire, 
wind, flood or other cause as to become dangerous tc the health or 


safety of its occupants or of the public; 
(c) Where the dwelling or dwelling unit, in whole or in part, is so di- 
lapidated, decayed, unsafe or insanitary that it is likely to cause 


injury to the health or safety of its occupants or of the public; 


(d) Where the light, air, or sanitation facilities are inadequate to 


protect the health or safety of its occupants or of the public; 


(e) Where the dwelling or dwelling unit has inadequate facilities for 


egress in case of fire or panic, or which has unsafe stairways, ele- 


vators, fire escapes, or other means of egress; 


(f) Where the dwelling or dwelling unit has structural or other parts 
which are so attached’ that they may fall or collapse and injure the 


persons or property of the occupants or of the public; 


(g) Where the dwelling or dwelling unit, because of its general con- 
dition, is unsafe, insanitary or otherwise dangerous to the health 


or safety of its occupants or of the public; or 


(h) Where a condition exists in violation of any applicable provision of 


the laws or codes of this state or in violation of any applicable 


ordinances or codes of the city so as to canse such dwelling or 


dwelling unit to be in an unsafe or insanitary condition or otherwise 


dangerous to the health or safety of its occupants or of the public. 


Sec. 806-41. 





DAYTON, OHIO 


Dangerous dwellings defined. 


All dwellings or parts thereof which have any of the following defects 


shall be deemed "dangerous dwellings" and shall be condemned as unfit for human 


habitation: 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


(e) 


(g) 


(h) 


Sec. 806-49. 


Those whose interior or exterior bearing walls or other vertical 
structural members list, lean or buckle to such an extent as to weaken 


the structural support it provides, 


Those which, exclusive of the foundation, show thirty-three (33) per- 
cent or more, of damage or deterioration of the supporting member or 
members, or fifty (50) percent or more of damage or deterioration of 


the non-supportimg enclosing or outside walls or covering. 


Those which have improperly distributed loads upon the floors or roofs 
or in which the same are overloaded, or which have insufficient strength 


to be reasonably ‘safe for the purpose used, 


Those which have been damaged by fire, wind or other causes so as to 

no longer provide shelter from the elements and have become dangerous 
to life, safety, morals, or the general health and welfare of the oc- 
cupants or the people of the City of Dayton. 


Those which have become or are so dilapidated, decayed, unsafe, insan- 
itary or vermin-infested or which so utterly fail to provide the facil- 
ities essential to decent living and are likely to cause sickness or 

disease, or injury to the health, morals, safety or general welfare of 


those living therein or of the people at large. 


Those lacking light, air and sanitation facilities as required by this 
ordinance to protect the health. morals, safety, or general welfare of 
human beings who live-or may live therein. 


Those lacking facilities required by this ordinance for egress in case 
of fire or panic or those having insufficient stairways, elevators, 


fire escapes, or other means of communication required herein. 


Those which have parts thereof which are so attached that they may fall 


and injure occupants or the public or property. 


Declaration of nuisance and orders. 


All "dangerous dwellings" or parts thereof within the terms of Section 806-4] 


C.G.0. are hereby declared to be public nuisances, and shall. be vacated and re- 


paired or demolished as hereinafter provided: 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


If the "dangerous dwelling" is in such condition as to make it dangerous 
to the health, morals, safety, or general welfare of its eccupants, it 
shall be ordered to be vacated and repaired or demolished. 


In any case where a "dangerous dwolling" is fifty percent damaged or de- 
cayed, or deteriorated from-its original structure, it shall be ordered 
to be vacated and demolished, and in all cases where a building cannot 
be repaired so that it will no longer exist in violation of the terms of 
this ordinance it shall be ordered vacated and demolished. 


Dwellings ordered vacated shall be vacated in accordance with the provi- 
sions of Section 806-34 C.G.O. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


SEC. 96-101. Dangerous and substandard residential buildings defined 


(a) "Dangerous Building." For the purpose of this division, any 
or structure which has any or all of the defects hereinafter described 


deemed a "dangerous building:" 


(1) Whenever any door, aisle, passageway, stairway or other 
exit is not of sufficient width or size, or is not so arranged as 
vide safe and adequate means of exit, in case of fire or panic, f 
persons housed or assembled therein who would be required to, or 
such door, aisle, passageway, stairway or other means of exit: 

(2) Whenever the stress in any materials, member or portion 
due to all dead and live loads, is more than one and one-half tim 
working stress or stresses allowed in Article l, of Chapter 9 of 

(3) Whenever any portion thereof has been damaged, by earth 


building 
shall be 


means of 
to pro- 
or all 


might, use * 


thereof, 
es the 
this Code. 


quake, 


wind, flood, or by any other cause, in such a manner that the structural 


strength or stability thereof is appreciably less than it was before such 


catastrophe and is less than the minimum requirements of this Code for a 


new building of similar structure, purpose or location. 


(4) Whenever any portion or member or appurtenance thereof 


is likely 


to fall, or to become detached or dislodged, or to collapse and thereby 


injure persons or damage property: 


(5) Whenever any portion. member, appurtenance or ornamenta 


tion on 


the exterior thereof is not of sufficient strength or stability, or is not 


so anchored, attached or fastened in place so as to be capable of 


resist- 


ing the force of a 50-mile-an-hour wind without exceeding the working 


stresses permitted in Article 1 of this Chapter; 


(6) Whenever any portion thereof has settled to such an extent that 


walls or other strucutral portions have materially less resistance to winds 


or. earthquakes than is required in the case of new construction; 


(7) Whenever the building or structure, or any portion thereof, be- 


cause of dilapidation, deterioration, decay, faulty construction, 


or be- 


cause of the removal or movement of some portion of the ground necessary 


for the purpose of Supporting such building or portion thereof, or other 


cause, is likely to partially or completely collapse, or some por 


the foundation or underpinning is likely to fall or give way: 


tion of 


(8) Whenever, for any reason whatsoever, the building or structure, 


or any portion thereof, is manifestly unsafe for the purpose for which it 


is used: 


(9) Whenever the exterior walls or other vertical structural members 


list, lean or buckle to such an extent that a plumb line passing 
the center of gravity falls outside or inside the middle third of 


through 
the base: 


(10) Whenever the building or structure, exclusive of the foundation, 


shows 33 percent or more of damage or deterioration to the member 


or men- 


bers, or 50 percent of damage or deterioration of a non-supporting enclos- 


ing or outside wall or covering: 


(11) Whenever the building or structure has been so damaged by fire, 


wind, earthquake or flood, or has become so dilapidated or deteriorated as 


to become an attractive nuisance to children who might play there 


their danger, or as to afford a harbor for vagrants, criminals, o 


in to 


r immoral 


persons, or as to enable persons to resort thereto for the purpose of com- 


miting nuisance or unlawful or immoral acts; 
(12) Any building or structure which has been constructed, o 
now exists or is maintained in violation of any specific requirem 


prohibition, applicable to such building or structure, of the bui 


r which 
ent or 


lding 


regulations of this City, as set forth in Article l of this Chapter, or of 


any provisions of Article 7 of Chapter 5 of the Los Angeles Munic 
relating to the prevention of fire, when so determined and report 
Chief Engineer, Fire Department, or of Article 1 of Chapter 3 of 
relating to the protection of health when so determined and repor 
the Health Officer, or of any law or ordinance of this State or c 
lating to the condition, location or structure of buildings: 

(13) Any building or structure which, whether or not erected 


cordance with all applicable laws and ordinances, has since, beca 


ipal Code 
ed by the 
said Code 
ted by 
ity re- 


in ac- 


use of di- 


lapidation, deterioration, damage, or other cause, or is so weakened or de- 


fective as to have in any non-supporting part, member or portion 
50 percent, or in any supporting member less than 66 percent, of 
strength, fire-resisting qualifies or characteristics or weather- 
qualities or characteristics required by law or ordinance in the 
newly constructed building of similar size, purpose and character 
atruction; , 


less than 
the 

resisting 
case of a 


of con- 





(14) Whenever a building or structure, used or intended to be used for (8) Defective Heating and Ventilating Devices and accessory vents and NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA 
dwelling purposes, has, because of dilapidation, decay, damage, or faslty piping, including all such devices and accessory vents and piping except those 
construction or arrangement, or otherwise, or is insanitary or unfit for which; CHAPTER 20, ARTICLE IV 
human habitation or is in a condition that is likely to cause sickness or a. Were legally installed in compliance with Article 5, Chapter 9 of bguae Orderi i acated 
disease, when so determined by the Health Officer, or is likely to work in- the Municipal Code in effect at the time of installation and are still Sec. . rdering premises vac y 
jury to the health, safety, or general welfare of those living within: maintained in good condition: and whakewee any dwelling, or any building, structure, excavation, business 
oS Whenever the building or structure, used or intended to be used b. Are properly vented as required by this Division. ursuit, matter ceudieicstee thing in or about a dwelling or the lot on which 
for dwelling purposes, has light, air and sanitation facilities inadequate (9) Improper Sanitation and Safety, including: i Le Sen tek vas the plumbing, sewage, drainage, light or ventilation thereof, 
to protect the health, safety, or general welfare of persons living within. a. Lack of one bath, lavatory and water closet in a dwelling unit, : ‘ : 


is found by the health officer to be dangerous or detrimental to life or health, 


Be =) Lack ot) one) bath Jaretoer aud ware close: sii ee pees tas seek the health officer may order the owner and occupant that the matter, condition 


" * > ° * “ Bera = 
gee rami arenas oraiaas, eR eaaiari a oc gt 2G ct SP Cae cr thing be renoved, thated, svapended, altered or etherviay laproved, ae 
tifvaichepter:. : , dk oP A oee GU oe Ce eee 7 order shall specify. If any such order of the health officer, issued under the 
‘ crue es authority of the provisions of ‘this section, is not complied with within ten 
7 d. Lack of running water to sink, bath, water closet and lavatory in days after the service thereof, or within such shorter time as he may designate 

Sec. 91.4902 (n) Nuisance, includes: a dwelling unit. A ; 

(1) Any public nuisance known at common law or in equity jurisprudence e. Lack of running water in bath, water closet and lavatory serving oa ‘being necesaney ander, the: Sh oGn erst SPP esa ae ae ee 

j : the premises vacated. (Ord. 1262, 6-26-44.) 

(2) Any attractive nuisance which may prove detrimental to children whether guest rooms, 
in a building, on the premises of a building, or upon an unoccupied lot. This f. Lack of heating device to provide hot running water for bath and 
includes any abandoned wells, shafts, basements, or excavations: any struc- kitchen sink in a dwelling unit. 
turally unsound fences or structures; or any lumber, trash, fences, debris, or g.- Lack of heating device to provide Hot running water for the baths PITTSBURGH. PENNSYLVANIA 
vegetation which may prove a hazard for inquisitive minors. serving guest rooms, 

(3) Whatever is dangerous to human life or is detrimental to health. h. Lack of adequate electric lighting. 

(4) Overcrowding a room with occupants. i. Lack of an adequate heating system. High ees 

(5) Insufficient ventilation or illumination. j. Window areas or ventilation less than that required by this divi- Section 501. Dwellings Unfit for Human Habitation. 

(6) Inadequate or insanitary sewerage or plumbing facilities. sion, 

(Fi Milneladalinens, when? ue determined by the fealth Officer: ki Heo aveasticell lugebelanht cndeubie Gistepace less than) thoes (a) A “dwelling unfit for human habitation" is any dwelling, as defined 

(Shan whateverirenders: dir mrocd ocrdriniiineholeccnencr dete inentaiete the required by this division. in section 106, which by reason of serious deficiencies in drainage, plumbing, 
health of human beings when so determined by the Health Officer. 1; Mbaapp wet roeus iced (far? 1 tving purposens water supply, light, heat, ventilation, floor area, and rodent or pest control 


ue) Infestationiwithminsec tam vermin andi rodents. whenisodeteruined facilities, or by reason of dilapidation, disrepair or other similar conditions, 


or because of the need for major repairs to the roofs, walls, ceilings, floors, 


Sec. 91.4902 Substandard Residential Building. Any residential building in- by the Health Officer. 
einding-wny dweliiag watt; queit coon of aultecc? foams of the preaiees on which n, General dilapidated condition and not maintained as required by stairs or other parts of the dwelling, is insanitary or unsafe and constitutes 
the same is located, in which any of the following conditions exist to an extent this division. $ serious hazard te ‘the "health  satety. oO: se itshs (0) s00 0g ee 
that endangers the life, limb, health, property, safety or welfare of the public o. Improperly enclosed or insanitary underfloor area. ing or to the public. 
or the occupants thereof; p. Improperly ventilated or reduced height of underfloor area. 

(1) Structural Unsoundness, including: q. Improperly ventilated cooking facilities. 

a. Weakened or deteriorated footings. (10) Exits, including: PORTLAND, MAINE 

b. Footings or insufficient size to carry imposed loads with safety. a, All doors, passageways, stairways, and courts which do not comply 

c. Defective or detexietated flooring or floor supports. with the provisions of this division. "AUTHORITY TO VACATE BUILDINGS" 

d. Flooring or floor supports of insufficient size to carry imposed b. Lack of access to each dwelling unit, guest room, or suite of 
loads with safety. rooms without passing through some portion of another dwelling unit, guest Section 1. Any building, structure, tent, vehicle, apartment, room, prem- 

e. Members of walls, partitions, or other vertical supports that room or suite of rooms. ises or portion thereof used for living or sleeping purposes may be declared un- 
split, lean, list, or buckle due to defective material or deterioration. (11) Lack of, or Defective Fire Protective Equipment, where required by fit for human occupancy by the Health Officer and may be required to be vacated 

f. Members of walls, partitions, or other vertical supports that are this division. and kept vacant as long as any of the following conditions or circumstances 
of insufficient size to carry imposed loads with safety. (12) Any Building With Yards Which Do Not Comply With Article 2, Chapter 1 exist therein or thereon: 

g. Members of ceilings, roofs, ceiling and roof supports, or other of the Municipal Code. . 
horizontal members which sag, split, or buckle due to defective material (13) Any Building Which is Occupied by a Residential Occupancy for Which (a) Insanitary conditions which are or may become detrimental to health. 
orideterioration. it Was Not Designed or Intended. 

h. Members of ceilings, roofs, ceiling and roof supports, or other (14) Any Residential Building Which Constitutes a "Dangerous Building," as (b) The interior or exterior walls, foundation, doors, windows, floors, 
horizontal members that are of insufficient size to carry imposed loads defined in Sec. 96.101 of the Municipal Code. - stairs, roof, or any other portion of any building, structure, tent, 
with safety. vehicle, apartment, room, premises, or portion thereof, are so de- 

i. Fireplaces or chimneys which list, bulge, or settle, due to de- teriorated, broken, damaged, or in such state of disrepair as to cause 


fective material or deterioration. conditions detrimental to life and health. 


j. Fireplaces or chimneys which are of insufficient size or strength 


to carry imposed loads with safety. (ec) Lack of toilet facilities whereby nuisance and health hasardatuce 
(2) Improper Materials or Construction, including all materials except created: 
those specifically allowed or approved by this Code. 
(3) Fire Hazard, as defined in this section. (d) The plumbing, plumbing fixtures, cesspools, or other waste disposal 
(4) Nuisance, as defined in this section. facilities are in such condition as to create a nuisance or a health 
(S) Improperly Weatherproofed, including; McKEESPORT. PENNSYLVANIA hasande 
a. Crumbling, loose, or falling plaster. 
b. Broken windows or doors. (e) Series or dangerous overcrowding of persons in sleeping rooms or space 
c. Defective or lack of waterproofing for wood frame walls. ARTICLE III Y whereby a hazard to health is created. 
d. Defective or weathered exterior wall covering due to lack of paint Section 1. Definition. 
or other approved protective coating. (f) Rodent or vermin infestation within the building which may result in 
e. Defective or lack of waterproofing for wood frame roofs. As used in this Article, a "dwelling unfit for human habitation" is any contamination of food or other health hazards, 
© f. Broken, split, decayed, or buckled exterior wall or roof covering. dwelling, or any part thereof, which by reason of the inadequacy of drainage, 
(6) Defective Wiring, including all wiring, except that which was legally plumbing, water supply, light, heat, ventilation, floor area or pest control (g) No adequate water supply is available, or the available supply is sub- 
- installed in compliance with Article 3, Chapter 9 of the Municipal Code in ef- facilities, by reason of dilapidation, disrepair or other similar conditions, ject to such contamination as may cause a health hazard. 
fect at the time of installation and is still maintained in good condition. or because of the need for major repairs to the roofs, walls, ceilings, floors, 
(7) Defective Plumbing, including all plumbing except that which was le- stairs or other parts of the dwelling, is insanitary or unsafe and endangers (h) An infectious or communicable disease exists therein and as a result 
gally installed in compliance with Article 4, Chapter 8 of the Municipal Code the health, safety or welfare of the occupants of the dwelling or of other res- thereof reasonable isolation and disinfection procedures cannot be 
in effect at the time of installation and is still maintained in good condition. idents of the City. followed due to a lack of sanitary facilities or overcrowding. 
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Specifically Relating to Hotels; feledtielele fala / FF) 8) e/2 (P/F lle tfesel eel siéelalel 2/82/21 e lel ele ele el ele. ele eee ee eee 
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A bathtub or shower Pree 


A water closet 





























NUMBER OF GUESTS PERMITTED 
TO SHARE 








A lavatory basin 



















A bathtub or shower 


oe BG 7) 
NUMBER OF GUEST ROOMS PER- 
MITTED TO BE SERVED BY ‘ = 


URINALS "MAY" BE SUBSTITUTED FOR NOT MORE THAN ONE-HALF THE NUMBER OF 
WATER CLOSETS IN MALE HOTELS x 


crane Get 
HOT WATER REQUIRED AT ALL TIMES Ree a 
PLUMBING FACILITIES TO BE READILY ACCESSIBLE FROM HALL OR PASSAGEWAY |X| 
























































































































































































Multiple occupancy for those 
under 12 years 







































































BED LINEN AND TOWELS TO BE 




























MEANS OF EGRESS TO BE AVAILABLE 


























SANITARY MAINTENANCE REQUIRED 
FOR 
























































OTHER SECTIONS OF THE CODE TO 
APPLY EXCEPT THOSE DEALING WITH 
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SEPARATE OR SPECIAL PROVISIONS SPECIFICALLY FOOTNOTES TO TABLE XI1 — SEPARATE OR SPECIAL PROVISIONS SPECIFICALLY 
RELATING TO HOTELS, ROOMING HOUSES, AND LODGING HOUSES 


INTRODUCTION TO TABLE XII - 
AND LODGING -HOUSES 


RELATING TO HOTELS, ROOMING HOUSES, 

A number of cities have provided separate or special provisions relating 1. Requires 70 sq. ft. im a room occupied by not more than two transients and 30 8. Adequate for the protection of health. 
to hotels, rooming houses, and lodging houses, to take care of the special sq. ft. per person in a room occupied by three or more transients. The maxi- 9. Also includes boarding houses. 
problems peculiar to such dwellings. This table shows the special require- mum number ona single Ther shall not exceed one person per 50 sq. ft. of total 10. The code actually states 400 cubic feet : 
ments and standards covered in such provisions. habitable room area. Applicable to high density use in transient hotels only. 11. Provided on the basis of single beds ratte than persons. 2 i i “gt Fa 

, 2. 600 cubic feet required for each adult. Tod ngoneuaee: p - 25 permitted in 5 < 

In general, these standards and requirements cover deviations from and 3. 400 cubic feet required for each child under 12. 12. Provided on the basis of single beds rather than persons. 50 iitted ) LIBRARY 
additions to standards applicable to the family type dwelling in reoard to 4, Also requires facilities on each floor and for each sex. 25 persons per bath, lodging houses. . ee A ~ 
sanitation, sanitation facilities, space, and fire safety. Other provisions 50 per shower. 15. Required tin winkee onlas ty Pw 
of the codes also apply to hotels, lodging houses, and rooming houses except 5. Also includes dormitories. 14. plus 720 cu. ft. for the 1st two persons and 500 for each additional SITS 
as noted in the table. 6. At least two exits required from above the first story. 15. For 1/3 the number of water closets rather than 1/2 wien ay : sd 

7. No exception. 16. For high density use in transient hotels only. ; 
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